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arot cards - a quick search on the 
internet will yield a seemingly infinite amount of  
information about them. Whether you are looking 
for a deck of  cards to purchase, interested in reading 
up on their history, or if  you 

are simply curious as to what other people 
think of  them, you won’t have a difficult 
time locating a source. Bookstores have 
shelves filled with different tarot decks 
sitting right alongside books on how to 
use and decipher them. Honestly, it can 
be a tad overwhelming, especially for 
anyone just beginning to take an interest.

  I found myself wanting to own a deck of tarot 
cards just about three or four years ago, despite 
having been raised to believe they were an instru-
ment of evil. I grew up being taught that if I ever 
so much as shuffled a deck of tarot cards, I was 
asking for trouble. I was curious as to why they 
had been given such a bad reputation. They were, 
after all, just paper with pretty pictures on them, 
right?
  I completely understand and respect the 
religious stance that so many people take with 
tarot cards, as well as other devices or tools that 
are thought to connect the living with the spirits 
of the dead (or even demonic entities.) However, 
it is my personal belief that any tool, no matter 
how elaborate or mundane, can be dangerous if 
used with ill-intent. I recently came across 
a helpful analogy - a scalpel in the hand 
of a murderer could easily end someone’s 
life; yet that very scalpel in the hands of a 
skilled surgeon could actually save many 
lives. I truly believe that the energy you put 
into something is most often the energy 
you will receive in return. Therefore, if you 
approach the tarot with the belief that the 
cards themselves are a negative influence, 
they most likely will be. If you remain open 
and positive about them, you might be sur-
prised at how comforting and positive the 
messages you receive from them can be.   It 
is also important to remember that no tool, 
nor any method of using it, is infallible. Tarot 

cards are not going to give you the answers to life’s every question.
  It took me months to find a tarot deck I actually wanted to own. 
I sorted through hundreds of card images online before I found The 
Archeon Tarot by artist Timothy Lantz. Several years later, I would come to 
know another brilliant artist with a tarot deck of her own. Paulina Cassidy’s 
Paulina Tarot differs entirely from Lantz’s, but is also visually stunning. 
Luckily for me, both artists agreed to answer a few questions for me in 
regard to their work.

Slaughter: What first inspired you to create 
your own tarot deck? 
Cassidy: Apart from having always had an inter-
est in creating my own deck, customers were in-
quiring as to whether I’d create one. This seemed 
like a prompt to move forth with a project I’d 
long been curious to tackle. 
Lantz: Tarot is one of those things that was 
always a fascination. The initial draw for me was 
probably the artwork and just the whole mystery 
of it all. My first deck was a Rider Waite. I bought 
it when I was still in high school, but beyond 
some cursory exploration I never really did much 
with it. Eventually, I lent it to a friend who let his 
girlfriend use it and it moved away with her to 
California and I never saw it again. LOL
How the Archeon came about is a story I’ve told 
a few times. I tend to spend a lot of time on the 
internet, at work and at home, and consequen-
tially I see a lot of art and read about a lot of 
artists. Online, it seems there is no shortage of 
artists working on their own personal interpreta-
tions of the tarot. One artist in particular was 
showing off their latest version of the Major Ar-
cana and well, I really didn’t care for what I saw. 
Their version of The Moon especially didn’t work 
for me and I started thinking, “How would I do 

that? What would MY version of The 
Moon look like?” So, I started with that 
one card. I made a decent enough stab 
at it, and that was going to be it. When 
I showed it to several of my friends, 
the feedback was amazing. So much 
encouragement and positive feedback 
really spurred me on to try a few more. 
At most, I had planned to maybe just 
do the Major Arcana. However, by the 
time I had seven or so finished, I was 
hooked. The combination of research, 
learning the tarot system and then try-
ing to distill it all into a visual medium 
was a fantastic challenge and really just 
ignited a passion in me.
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Slaughter: Why do you suppose society as 
a whole is largely skeptical and/or afraid of 
tarot cards? 
Cassidy: I think the multiple interpretations 
cause skepticism in people.  The tarot offers an 
array of solutions which confuses people who 
don’t care to see it for what it is. You may have 
three different tarot readers with the same card 
spread, but each may be read with different 
perceptions. This is because there is no one 
single answer nor any one determined pathway 
to any solution. We were all given free will with 
the ability to make choices, and our actions are 
up to us alone.  There are also some who fear 
the tarot based on a religious belief system.  
Let’s take ‘The Devil’ card, for example. It’s 
been mistaken as a worship to Satan and to the 
summoning of evil spirits, even though part of 
its message tells us that we may be focusing 
too much on the material; this is helpful guid-
ance which could too easily be overlooked 
simply due to misunderstanding and fear. 
Lantz: I think there are probably a lot of rea-

sons. Like anything 
that’s considered 
taboo or alterna-
tive though, it 
really comes down 
to lack of under-
standing. In a lot 
of cases people 
just believe what 
they’re told with-

out question or attempting to discovering the 
truth for themselves.
Slaughter: Is there any particular card or 
group of cards that are your personal favorites? 
Cassidy: I’m drawn to the Ace of Wands. With 
ideas spilling forth night and day, I feel most 
at home when I attune myself to this card’s en-
ergy. It’s all about boundless energy, creativity, 
initiation, and passion; the perfect recipe for an 
artist’s soul.   
Lantz: There are some cards I like because of the 
artwork or imagery, and then there are those that I 
enjoy for the symbolism or interpretation. Probably 

the one card that hits on both notes for me is the 
High Priestess. She really defines the tarot for me.
 Every tarot artist is different, and no one deck is 
going to be a universal fit. If you don’t find the one 
that is perfect for you, you can do what these two 
wonderful artists have done and create something 
all your own.
 For more information on The Archeon Tarot, as 
well as other projects by artist Timothy Lantz, visit 
his official website: www.stygiandarkness.com
 For more information on Paulina Tarot, as well 
as other projects by artist Paulina Cassidy, visit her 
official website: www.paulina.ws

Slaughter: Prior to creating your own, did 
you collect and/or work with other decks? 
Cassidy: I owned and studied only a few 
specific decks prior to creating my own. The 
Rider-Waite-Smith, which is the most popular 
deck in the English-speaking world, is the one 
in which the basic symbolism in the Paulina 
Tarot is generally based.
Lantz: I owned a Rider Waite deck and the 
Mage: The Ascension deck from White Wolf. 
I had always been a big fan of the Vertigo 

tarot, as well, but didn’t actually own a copy 
until last Fall when the anniversary version 
was released.
Slaughter: In your opinion, what positive 
influences may the cards have? 

Cassidy: The cards 
open our eyes to 
new perspectives 
and guide us toward 
wiser choices. They 
help us see situa-
tions in a new, fresh 
light. As a vessel for 
ideas and insights, 
the cards are a visual 
and creative sugges-
tion for answering 
the questions that 
our subconscious 
needs to know so 
that we can move 
forward in life in 
the most promising 
manner possible.  
Lantz: I believe the 
cards can be used 

to great effect as a meditative 
tool. They can help you examine 
aspects of your life and maybe 
open up new ways of thinking 
which can allow you to see things 
from different perspective.
Slaughter: Do tarot cards pos-
sess any negative influences? 
Cassidy: In my personal experi-
ence, not at all.  However, if the 
person receiving the reading or 
reading the cards is searching 
for unfavorable connotations, it 
can be enticed into the read-
ing and chosen to be seen with 
pessimism rather than helpful 
guidance. As with most anything, 
it’s all in the mindset. 
Lantz: For some, I think there 
can be. It really comes down to 
the individual, I don’t believe the 
cards in and of themselves can be 
a negative, but how they are used 
and to what extent are sometimes 
problematic for individuals with an 
obsessive nature. Really though, 

it’s no different than any other unhealthy obses-
sion. Some people blame the cards (or the 
heavy metal music or the video games, etc.) 
but it’s really about the individual isn’t it?
Slaughter: Do you believe in the power of 
divination through tarot? 
Cassidy: The tarot is spirituality-based; its 
sole purpose is to connect us to higher spirit 
realms. It’s a tool to access intuition and 
arcane knowledge. It connects us not only 
to divine spirit, but to the divine within. It 
channels energies from the Universe, guiding 
us toward a deeper familiarity with our own 
energy and filling our need for self-under-
standing.  The tarot is chock full of symbolism 
representing situations embedded in the 
subconscious. Since the tarot has a way of 
clarifying situations, we each identify with the 
tarot in our own way.  
Lantz: That depends on how you define 
divination. If you define it as “perception by 
intuition; instinctive foresight” then I would 
say yes.  However, if you define it as “the 
practice of attempting to foretell future events 
or discover hidden knowledge by occult or 
supernatural means,” then I would say no.
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“The tarot is 
spirituality-

based; its sole 
purpose is to 
connect us to 
higher spirit 

realms.”
       -  PA u l i n A  C A S S i d y
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